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Congratulations to 1897 BBQ — our Member of the Month! 

This year has marked an exciting new chapter for the restaurant as it
continues to grow under new ownership. With a refreshed menu,
updated pricing, and a continued commitment to serving delicious
barbecue, 1897 BBQ has embraced change while staying true to the
welcoming atmosphere the community has come to know and love.

Their recent move into the former Van Buren Event Center building
is another exciting milestone, giving them a beautiful new space to
serve guests, host gatherings, and continue growing right here in
Whitley County. We’re grateful for their investment in our
community, their partnership with the Chamber, and the
enthusiasm they bring to downtown. Congratulations to the entire
1897 BBQ team—we’re excited to see all that's ahead and encourage
everyone to stop in and experience their new home!

July Chamber Member
of the Month



EVERY SATURDAY
8AM - NOON

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20TH
@ 9:00 AM

From networking opportunities and ribbon cuttings to educational sessions and
special gatherings, these events offer a great way to stay engaged and get the most
out of your Chamber membership. We encourage all members to attend, participate,
and take advantage of the connections and resources these events provide. We hope
to see you at the following events:

Upcoming Chamber Events

Whitley County
Farmers Market

Join us every Saturday in June on the
Courthouse Square for the Whitley County
Farmers Market! From 8am - Noon, shop
fresh produce, baked goods, handmade
items, flowers, specialty foods, and more
while supporting local farmers, makers,
and small businesses. It's a great way to
spend your Saturday morning, connect

with the community, and discover
something new each week!

Member Spotlight
The Woodlands Center continues to be a valued Chamber
member by creating opportunities for local businesses to
connect, learn, and grow together. Their commitment to
fostering collaboration makes them an important part of our
business community, and we're grateful for all they do to
support local professionals.

Be sure to join them for their Quarterly Business Networking
Meeting on Monday, July 13 at 8:00 AM at The Woodlands
Center. It's a great opportunity to build new connections, hear
updates from fellow businesses, and start your week with
meaningful networking. We hope to see you there!

Chamber
Golf Outing

Mark your calendars for the Whitley County
Chamber Golf Outing this August at Eagle

Glen Golf Club! Join fellow Chamber
members, local businesses, and community

leaders for a day of networking, friendly
competition, and fun on the course.

Whether you're golfing, sponsoring, or
cheering on a team, it's one of the

Chamber's most anticipated events of the
year. Registration details on our Facebook.





Meet Our New Community
Event Manager, Bill Dittlinger
I’m honored to serve as the Whitley County Chamber’s
Community Engagement Manager.

One thing I’ve learned over the years is that strong
communities aren’t built by individual businesses
working alone. They’re built when people, businesses,
churches, organizations, and neighbors work together.
Here in Whitley County, we believe we need each other.
What I love most about our Chamber is that our
members understand this. Time and again, I’ve watched
local business owners make introductions, share
opportunities, offer encouragement, and support one
another. They know that when one business succeeds,
our entire community benefits.

My role is simple: help tell those stories, build those
relationships, and connect people with the businesses,
organizations, and resources that make Whitley County such a special place to call home.

Whether you’re a longtime resident, a new neighbor, a visitor, or a business owner, I hope this
guide helps you discover the people, places, and organizations that make our community
thrive.

Together, we’re building a stronger Whitley County—one relationship at a time.



For 107 years, the Columbia City Rotary Club has proudly served the Columbia City community 
through service projects, leadership development, and charitable initiatives. While many 
residents may not realize the impact Rotary has had over the years, chances are we have 
crossed paths in service to our community. 

From hosting the annual Easter Egg Hunt at Morsches Park, delivering Thanksgiving meals on
Thanksgiving Day, serving meals on the Hill during the Whitley County 4-H Fair, and helping 
keep State Road 109 clean from the former Bob Evans location on U.S. 30, all the way North to
CR150, Rotary members have remained committed to making our community a better place to
live, work, and raise a family. 

Investing in future leaders is also a cornerstone of our mission. Each year, the Columbia City
Rotary Club partners with the Questa Education Foundation to provide three $5,000 
scholarships to deserving local students pursuing higher education or skilled trades training. 

On June 30, 2026, the Columbia City Rotary Club gathered for its annual Passing of the Gavel
ceremony and summer cookout. This special event celebrates the accomplishments of the
outgoing leadership team while welcoming those who will guide the club in the coming year. 

During the ceremony, outgoing President Eric Horvath officially passed the Rotary gavel to
incoming President Q, who will lead the club during the 2026–2027 Rotary year. The symbolic
passing of the gavel represents the continuation of Rotary's commitment to "Service Above Self"
and the ongoing dedication of members to serving the Columbia City community. 

The 2026–2027 Board of Directors includes: 

● President: Q Qureshi 
●
●
● 

Past President: Eric Horvath
Treasurer: Deb Roy
Secretary: Todd Lybarger 

● Board Members: Leslie Blakley, Abby Whitt, Dick Buchanan, Sarah Gordon, and Jacie 
Worrick 

As the club begins another year of service, Columbia City Rotary remains focused on
strengthening our community, supporting local youth, and creating opportunities for service that
make a lasting difference. 

If you are interested in learning more about Rotary or becoming involved in community service,
we invite you to join us and discover how together we can continue making a positive impact for
generations to come. 

107 Years of 
Columbia City Rotary Club



Our Chamber members are always hosting exciting events throughout the
community, and we love helping spread the word. From grand openings and open
houses to workshops, sales, and special celebrations, member events are a great way
to support one another and stay connected. 

If you’d like your upcoming event featured in a future newsletter, 
please message or email the Chamber with your event details.

Upcoming Member Events
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