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Congratulations to E Brewing Company — our Member of the
Month! E Brewing has become a familiar face at events throughout
our community, always willing to show up, get involved, and help
make local gatherings even better. From supplying beverages at
Chamber and community events to supporting organizations and
celebrations throughout the area, their commitment to being part
of what’s happening locally does not go unnoticed.

They’re continuing that support at our Chamber Golf Outing next
week, where they’ll be providing beverages and even cigars for
golfers to enjoy on the course! We’re grateful to have businesses
like E Brewing Company that don’t just operate in our community
— they actively participate in it, support it, and help make it a more
fun place to be. Cheers to a very deserving Member of the Month! 

August Chamber
Member of the Month



EVERY SATURDAY
8AM - NOON

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20TH
@ 9:00 AM

From networking opportunities and ribbon cuttings to educational sessions and
special gatherings, these events offer a great way to stay engaged and get the most
out of your Chamber membership. We encourage all members to attend, participate,
and take advantage of the connections and resources these events provide. We hope
to see you at the following events:

Upcoming Chamber Events

Whitley County
Farmers Market

Join us every Saturday in June on the
Courthouse Square for the Whitley County
Farmers Market! From 8am - Noon, shop
fresh produce, baked goods, handmade
items, flowers, specialty foods, and more
while supporting local farmers, makers,
and small businesses. It's a great way to
spend your Saturday morning, connect

with the community, and discover
something new each week!

Back to School
The Whitko Community Schools administrative
team spent two productive days together
preparing for the 2026–2027 school year at E
Brewing Company and Esterline Farms a few
weeks back. 

During their retreat, they focused on
strengthening their leadership, aligning district
priorities, and collaborating on the goals and
initiatives that will guide their work throughout
the year. Wishing you all the best this year!

Chamber
Golf Outing

Mark your calendars for the Whitley County
Chamber Golf Outing this August at Eagle

Glen Golf Club! Join fellow Chamber
members, local businesses, and community

leaders for a day of networking, friendly
competition, and fun on the course.

Whether you're golfing, sponsoring, or
cheering on a team, it's one of the

Chamber's most anticipated events of the
year. Registration details on our Facebook.





Meet Our New Community
Event Manager, Bill Dittlinger
I’m honored to serve as the Whitley County Chamber’s
Community Engagement Manager.

One thing I’ve learned over the years is that strong
communities aren’t built by individual businesses
working alone. They’re built when people, businesses,
churches, organizations, and neighbors work together.
Here in Whitley County, we believe we need each other.
What I love most about our Chamber is that our
members understand this. Time and again, I’ve watched
local business owners make introductions, share
opportunities, offer encouragement, and support one
another. They know that when one business succeeds,
our entire community benefits.

My role is simple: help tell those stories, build those
relationships, and connect people with the businesses,
organizations, and resources that make Whitley County such a special place to call home.

Whether you’re a longtime resident, a new neighbor, a visitor, or a business owner, I hope this
guide helps you discover the people, places, and organizations that make our community
thrive.

Together, we’re building a stronger Whitley County—one relationship at a time.
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Virtual connection makes heart health support group
convenient for Whitley County women 

COLUMBIA CITY, Ind. – May 4, 2026 – Surviving a heart-related event, or being diagnosed with heart
disease, is a wake-up call that it’s time to take care of your health. And if you are a woman, then you may be
part of a growing sisterhood seeking heart-healthy lifestyle support in northeast Indiana and northwest Ohio. 

That’s why Parkview Heart Institute (PHI) created the Her Heart Support Network – to encourage women
living with heart disease to live well and to inspire them with education and connection to other women
through shared experiences. 

Based at PHI in Fort Wayne, the monthly Her Heart support group serves women from across Parkview’s
service area. Now, however, Whitley County women don’t need to drive that far to participate. Instead, they
can meet closer to home, at The Whitley County Government Center, 220 W. Van Buren St., Columbia City,
and connect with the Fort Wayne group virtually via Zoom. 

Her Heart Support Network meetings take place every second Thursday of the month, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., in
Meeting Room C on the first floor of the center. Parking is available behind the building. Attendees should
enter Door 5 at the back of the building to access Meeting Room C. 

The free meetings offer useful information on heart health from Parkview experts, plus group activities and
social support. 

Darcy Hoopingarner, FNP-BC, Whitley County community health nurse, will facilitate the meetings, managing
the Zoom connection, coordinating any hands-on activities, and relaying questions from the Whitley County
group to speakers during their presentations to the group in Fort Wayne. Darcy, recently diagnosed with 
heart disease herself, works in partnership with PHI’s Her Heart Program Coordinator Jill Zahm, MSN, RN-C,
AHN-BC, who plans and facilitates the Fort Wayne meetings. 

Zahm is excited that this new, virtual support group option will enable more Whitley County residents to be
actively involved in improving their quality of life. May is Women’s Health Month, so she reminds local women
that there’s no time like the present to get started. 

“Women who join the group can expect to be encouraged, discover new strengths in themselves, connect
with other people who understand the experience of living with heart disease, and learn about valuable
health information and community resources,” said Zahm. 

Participation in the support group is free, and no registration is needed. 

MORE 



 
CURIOUS? FIND OUT MORE 
Zahmcan bereachedwithquestions at jill.zahm@parkview.com or 260-266-6153. More information is
available at https://www.parkview.com/medical-services/heart/womens-heart-health. 

 
MEETING TOPICS FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2026 
May 14: Women’s Check Up Night – Let’s celebrate National Women’s Health Week! Join us to learn more
about preventive screenings and vaccinations. Body composition, bone density and blood pressure 
screenings will be available. 

your family to get in on the fun, too!
 
Aug. 13: When and What to Expect When Calling 911 – Going to the emergency room is stressful. Lisa
Strebig, CCEMTP (critical care paramedic), will explain when to call 911, what to expect when you call and
how calling 911 can improve your survival. 

### 

June 11: My Chart: Your Best Friend That You Never Met – Get to know Parkview’s patient portal.
MyChart can help you track your health, communicate with your providers, and so much more. 

July 9: Her Heart Annual Family Gathering – Join in the summer fun and games and healthy snacks. Invite 

Sept. 10: Heart Rhythms and Drum Circle – Feel the beat! Mary King, MBA, BS, AS, virtual care manager,
will explain heart rhythms as group members imitate their heartbeats in a drum circle. 

Oct. 8: Ask the Pharmacist – Back by popular demand, Kris Howard, Pharm D, will answer your pharmacy
questions. Jot down questions ahead of time and bring them with you. 

Nov. 12: Ask the Cardiologist – Join Dr. Sabeena Ramrakhiani for a lively discussion on the hot topics in
women’s heart health and get answers to your questions. Make sure to write down your questions so you
don’t forget. 

Dec. 10: Her Heart Holiday Party – Time to celebrate! Join the group for some festivities and crafts to
enrich your holiday season. 

The Her Heart Program at Parkview Heart Institute is made possible by generous donations to The Parkview
Health Foundation. 
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Our Chamber members are always hosting exciting events throughout the
community, and we love helping spread the word. From grand openings and open
houses to workshops, sales, and special celebrations, member events are a great way
to support one another and stay connected. 

If you’d like your upcoming event featured in a future newsletter, 
please message or email the Chamber with your event details.

Upcoming Member Events
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